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Summer 2009

As you read the annual report information included
in this newsletter, you will appreciate the continuing
growth and development of the many features of
Narryna Heritage Museum. Over the coming years
we hope to further enhance the opportunities on
offer to make Narryna a national icon.

Interest in Narryna’s costume collection is growing
and we are now gaining considerable interest in our
web site, with many interstate and overseas visitors
mentioning it when attending the museum.

Participation by volunteers is growing and soon we
will be hosting two University of Tasmania post
graduate students who will undertake research at
Narryna in coming months.

Call in a talk to our manager, Sam Dix, and join as a
member — you will be made very welcome.

!

Ronai . Banks AM

President

Report from the Manager

Narryna has experienced a very busy start to the financial
year. August saw Narryna bursting at the seams with
school visits. 179 children from various schools visited
Narryna in its first week of opening in August! The
month saw a progressive number of schools booking a
visit, averaging about two schools per week, with 30-50
children in each group.

June saw Narryna have its highest numbers prior
to 2006. This is largely due to the increased presence on
the internet, as well as word of mouth.

| had the opportunity to travel around the United
States of America during July when Narryna was closed.
During this trip | was able to visit many of the House
Museums of the USA and gain some valuable insights
about how museums are cared for and run in America.

Narryna, compared to the house museums of US,
was very much in the same league as the larger houses in
the country.

In many instances Narryna’s collection was more
impressive aesthetically than a lot that was on display,
but as they were house museums, each holds a certain
amount of historical significance to the region.

Please continue to show your support for
Narryna. If you would like to volunteer with us, please
make sure to see the Museum Manager. We always
greatly appreciate all support you could give us, be it in
the garden, in conservation, or helping out greeting
guests as they enter Narryna.

Narryna needs to be able to continually add to its garden,
front, sides and back! The Camellia Society looks after
the front eastern side of Narryna’s garden and would
welcome assistance, particularly as the Society will be



hosting a major event for Camellia lovers in the second
half of 2010.

Elsewhere in the garden we want to create a
garden that would be, as near as possible, a garden of the
mid 1800’s, when Narryna would have been in its heyday
as a “Gentleman’s Residence”.

Ten dollars, plus support of our friendly local
nurserymen will purchase a plant for the garden and
recognition will be given to donors who may also wish to
keep an eye on their plant from time to time. We have
currently raised $110 for plants. Thank you to the
following members for their kind donation to the garden:

Katie Holloway

Marie Gatehouse

Kay Rodda

D.K.B Thomson

Josephine Upcher

Deborah Dix
Thank you also to Annette May who has donated an
outdoor setting for the front garden for guests to use
whilst in Narryna’s lovely garden.

34 Years of Camellia Society Support
The Camellia Society of Tasmania have been generous
supporters of Narryna for 34 years. Over those years,
they have maintained the right hand side of the garden
when facing Narryna. In July 2009, Mrs. Knight, a long
time member of the Society sadly passed away and
donated her well established camellias to the society.
These were in turn donated by the society to Narryna.
The work and dedication of these members to assist
Narryna over the years has been invaluable. As
recognition for their service to Narryna, a plaque will be
erected to commemorate their dedication and
contribution to Narryna.

Horticulture Spring Flower Show

On Friday September 11" the Camellia Society entered
some of Narryna’s Camellias in the Horticulture Spring
Flower Show. The plant “Tomorrow Park Hill” won the
honour of Reserve Champion. Those at the show
commented on how beautiful Narryna’s Camellias are
and brought about some much needed exposure. Thank
you to June McLeod for entering us into the show and
thank you to the remainder of the Camellia Society for
their on-going support of Narryna.

Presidents Report from AGM
Thursday August 27" 2009
The year in review has been one of consolidation and
change designed to allow Narryna Heritage Museum to
meet the many challenges facing the Museum at the
present time.

Whilst we anticipated a lower attendance
outcome due to economic circumstances, our overall
picture is encouraging. The key area of concern has been
cruise ship visitors failing to take up on-shore tours.
Offsetting this, however, has been larger numbers of
“walk-ins” from the ships in port, which has been
valuable.

During the year our manager, Katie Richardson
resigned to take up a senior position at Hutchins School,
and we acknowledge her great contribution to Narryna,
bringing to us her outstanding qualifications and
knowledge. She has inspired us to pursue new ideas for
the future and we thank her for her work at Narryna and
her continued interest in the Museum.

A seamless transfer of responsibility was
undertaken in January of 2009 with Samuel Dix taking
over the management position. Samuel is a highly
qualified young man of exceptional talent as an
archaeologist and historian and an exceptional vision for
Narryna. His work in establishing our first website is
already a major contribution to Narryna’s wider profile.

In June of 2009 we undertook a scoping study to
assist us in defining governance processes and the role of
volunteers at Narryna. Currently, the main body of
volunteers meet as a committee to offer input based on a
long term convention, established under the prior
governance structure of Trusteeship. Whilst it is not
possible to report any outcomes at present in respect to
the future role of volunteers, “best practice” management
demands a clear delineation of responsibility from our
Council delegating to our Manager and part-time staff,
and down to volunteers.

We are seeking independent advice on this
pending important change at Narryna. The work of
Samuel Dix in providing updated computerisation,
improving communication with our suppliers, developing
our first colour newsletter and many related issues have
allowed us to consider improved business plans, grant
applications initiatives and related matters.

Our Government appointed landlord, the
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery have been very
helpful in respect to the many issues that occurred over
the year. Their understanding, advice and expertise in
museum operations and knowledge is assisting Narryna
to embrace a more professional approach to our work.

Narryna is becoming more important in many
ways. It is trusted and authentic — a genuine attempt to
provide something that encapsulates our heritage that, as
time goes by, will become increasingly more important.
We are noting improved visitation from schools and
acknowledge the work of our managers and St Michaels
Collegiate School in the extensive improvements made to
the way we invite and assist school groups to visit us and
learn from Narryna.

We acknowledge the work of our managers and
part-time staff, who are very dedicated to Narryna. My
thanks are also offered to our Secretary/Treasurer, Roger
Steedman, who under difficult health circumstances
during the year, provided me with his loyalty, advice and



competent execution of the many tasks involved as
Secretary/Treasurer.

Members of Council have also been most
supportive, and | thank them for their continuetliast
and support. We thank the Camellia Committeeteirt
work and welcome Bernadette Harris who has taken on
responsibility for our garden. With an improvedhete
outcome this year, we hope our garden will soon be
restored to former glory.

Volunteer work will be encouraged and
enhanced at Narryna and we acknowledge the work of
the Committee and former members Jeannette Salimars
and Roma Blackwood — both of whom have given many
years service to Narryna.

Ronald T. Banks AM
President

Sponsor a Sign

Narryna is hoping to produce some pull-up display
banners to use at different locations around Hobart
These will hopefully be displayed in some busingsas
well as used for external promotional events topsufp
the museum. Each pull up banner is worth $100.
Narryna is looking at trying to have six made upt Wwe
need your help. If you or your business would like
donate a sign, or part of a sign, to the museusgasa
feel free to contact the Museum Manager. All thabe
assist Narryna in our ‘signage ventures’ will hakeir
business logo printed on the bottom of the signyvels

as having their logo advertised in the newslettds a
thank you, we will also produce a banner to hangide

the front gate of Narryna with your logo.

Friends of TMAG at Narryna
On Sunday 18 October the Friends of the Tasmanian
Museum and Art Gallery visited Narryna for a tofithe
house and afternoon tea. Twenty five members @gtn
the function and enjoyed a hearty afternoon tea.
Remember that Narryna is able to cater for moraingd
afternoon teas as well as lunches. Narryna camlss
hired as a function area. Please contact the Museu
Manager for more information.

TMAGgots invade Narryna
It came as quite a surprise when the TMAGgots fanct
at Narryna on the 10February was sold out within half
a day, prompting calls to hold a second event eriLf!
The TMAGgots are a not-for-profit volunteer run
organisation with the sole aim of connecting marang
Tasmanians with arts, culture, history and science
through the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. The
TMAGgots hold monthly events which are based on
exhibitions or happenings at the TMAG, and sometime
events outside of the TMAG, such as Narryna. Anyone

between 18 and 40(ish) years old is encouragedito j
the TMAGgots. For information visit their websiét
http://www.tmaggots.org.au

Volunteers Wanted!
We are always in need of some extra help around the
museum. Narryna is currently in the process ofingak
digital records of everything in the museum, asl\asl
photograph every item for the catalogue. We have
thousands of items which need cataloguing, andif y
think you can help, please feel free to contact the
Museum Manager. We will hopefully be making a
digital record of all of our clothing for quick exence on
the database, as well as a lot of the art worksamablers
stored in various places in the museum. Duringrsem
we would really like to get some people walkingLard
the wharves handing out brochures to tourists anide
ship visitors. Below is a list of things that ymay be
able to help us with:
- Weeding and gardening;

Cataloguing;

Photographing the collection;

Greeting guests at the front door

Setting up and closing exhibitions

Your specialist knowledge on a topic
If you are interested please contact the Museumalgian
on (03) 6234 2791 amuel.Dix@narryna.com.au

We would like to officially welcome and thank
Narryna's newest volunteers who are currently Imgjpi
out in different areas of the museum and it calbect
Annette May: who is currently photographing the entire
collection for the catalogue, as well as helping in
research and archival work.
Elizabeth Clark: who is currently at the University of
Tasmania studying history and is assisting in ogtahg
and research.
Emilia Ward: who has volunteered her time to learn
more about Narryna’s costume collection.
Katie Holloway: who is helping with cataloguing and
research, as well as interpretation signage for the
museum.
Petra Mosmann who is, through a scholarship won
through the University of Tasmania, completing her
Honours through Narryna.
Jess Nossiter who is the second recipient of the
University of Tasmania scholarship to complete his
Honours through Narryna.




