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NARRYNA’S NEW WEBSITE www.narryna.com.au provides a fresh look at one of 
Australia’s prime collections of fine and decorative arts and social history and takes you through 

the full range of our activities from schools programs to planning your wedding.

TAX- 
DEDUCTIBLE  

GIFTS

NARRYNA is registered as a 
charity with the Australian 

Charities and Not-For-Profits 
Commission (ACNC). Narryna 
may receive financial donations 
and gifts of culturally-significant 
material. Please consider 
Narryna as part of your giving 
this financial year. Contributions 
to Narryna’s renewal program 
will be an investment in both 
your local community and 
Tasmanian tourism.

OUT OF THE 
GROUND! 

NARRYNA’S back of house areas are currently a building site as 
we extend and refit our outbuildings so they can better support 

our school education programs, museum programs and commercial 
events. The infrastructure will help us to expand our audiences and 
build in secure revenue streams to ensure that Narryna is viable for 
future generations. 

The infrastructure includes:
• Installing a serving kitchen within a remodelled outbuilding 
• Extending our WC block with a wheelchair-accessible cubicle, 

events equipment store and garden potting area
• Recreating a kitchen garden on its historic site as the basis for 

education programming
• Commissioning a split paling fence as the boundary between 

the kitchen garden and a slightly expanded car park. Gates in 
the fence will allow the car park area to be used for events on 
weekends. 
This project has been made possible through a package of 

grant funding with the Tasmanian Community Fund and Federal 
Government Stronger Communities program as principal sponsors. 

Following a prolonged Council planning and approvals process, 
builder Greg Edwards’ program started with largely invisible but 
essential work such as plumbing, electricals and cement slab floors. 
Lately the walls of the Tasmanian Community Fund-sponsored WC 
block and events equipment store have started to rise and so the 
project is truly ‘out of the ground’. 

Narryna has undertaken significant fundraising for the project 
and still needs approximately $20,000 to see it to fruition, partly as 
a result of the engineer and surveyor fees involved. If you would 
like to contribute to your community’s heritage through this project, 
or sponsor a particular aspect (such as a kitchen appliance, plants 
for the kitchen garden or education program development), please 
contact Manager, Scott Carlin on 0419 622 658, at narryna@tmag.
tas.gov.au or donate through direct deposit: 

Narryna Heritage Museum 
Inc. BSB 067 002 
Account No. 10123022

A $17,595 COPLAND 
Foundation grant will allow 

Narryna to interpret the role 
of female servants through the 
repair and reactivation of the 
servants’ bell system, restoration 
of the servants’ quarters and 
installing a glass panel to 
allow visitors to view into the 
cellar located under the guest 
bedroom.  

In Hobart, the female 
servants’ story is told by the 
World Heritage-listed Cascades 
Female Factory. While female 
convicts were assigned to work 
in private households, few 
people make the connection 
that Narryna was one of 
these. Research has revealed 
a tempestuous relationship 
between Mrs Haig and her 
convict servants. This project 
makes for a richer telling of 
Narryna’s early years.  

A recent Copland 
Foundation grant has allowed 
the transformation of Narryna’s 
formal dining room into an 
elegant space through the 
installation of new wallpaper. 
Alan Townsend reproduced 
the wallpaper from an original 

fragment c. 1844 from the 
National Trust property, 
Runnymede. Runnymede was 
originally known as Cairn Lodge 
and the wallpaper decorated 
Cairn Lodge’s dining room. 
The room was re-wallpapered in 
c. 1850 when the room became 
Bishop Nixon’s study. The 
fragment copied for Narryna 
was found behind the chimney 
glass. The reproduction 
interprets 19th century 
Tasmania’s taste for damask 
patterned wallpapers, seen at 
its most opulent in the dining 
room of Woolmers, Longford. 
Through connections with other 
heritage properties, Narryna 

Above: Narryna’s 
dining room with 
reproduction Cairn 
Lodge wallpaper 
 
Right: Alan Townsend 
hanging the wallpaper

Below right: Narryna’s 
front door bell is a 
surviving element 
of the servants’ bell 
system

EXTENDED BY 
POPULAR DEMAND

 Desire Lines — The 
Fashionable Body and 

its underpinnings

Desire Lines has been 
extended to 27 April. The 

exhibition explores how fashion 
emphasized different aspects 
of the female form — bust, hips 
and booty — over the period 
1790–1930. The exhibition 
draws on Narryna’s nationally 
significant costume collection 
which includes the underwear 
that shaped the silhouette.

GRANT SUCCESSES = 
RICHER STORIES 

Extensions to the WC block 
and events equipment store 
take shape. This project is 
funded by the Tasmanian 
Community Fund.

provides a richer picture of 
early colonial Tasmania.

Narryna would like to 
thank the National Trust for 
reproduction of this wallpaper 
and the Copland Foundation 
for funding for this restoration 
project.
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NARRYNA COUNCIL

NARRYNA’S governing Council comprises  
Richard Watson AM (President), Liz 

Gillam (Treasurer), Scott Carlin (Secretary), 
Ann Cripps, Ann Horner, Myfanwy Kernke, 
Nicky McKibben, Colin Thomas (community 
representatives), Janet Carding, Director of 
the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, 
and Chris Tassell (with Liz Gillam, TMAG 
representatives).         

NARRYNA HERITAGE MUSEUM
103 Hampden Road
BATTERY POINT TASMANIA 7004
E: narryna@tmag.tas.gov.au
T: (03) 6234 2791 
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Present–27 Apr   Exhibition, Desire Lines — The Fashionable Body and its underpinnings 
1790-1930  

1 May1 Jun   Exhibition, Artisan to Art — Tasmanian Industrial and Studio Potters 

12–23 Jun    Dark MOFO. Go to the ‘Events’ page at www.narryna.com.au for our special 
offering. Narryna will be open extended hours during the festival period. 

Tue 3 Sep Opening, Frederick Mackie: Quaker Plantsman, an exhibition of plants 
recorded in Frederick Mackie’s journal written during his visits to Narryna 
(1852–1854) with artwork by Botaniko

Thu 19 Sep  Narryna Heritage Museum Inc. AGM  

Saturday 7 Dec   Christmas Spirit Market

Q: Why do you volunteer? 
FH: I volunteer because I enjoy 
being part of a team of people 
with similar interests and 
passions. Volunteering allows me 
to contribute to my community 
by doing things I enjoy in the 
time I have available. 

Q: What is your volunteer 
role at Narryna?  
FH: My role is as front-of-house 
volunteer, welcoming visitors 
and introducing them to the 
story of the Haig family. I also 
guide school children and other 
groups through the house. 

Q: Why did you choose 
to volunteer at Narryna? 
FH: I volunteer at Narryna 
because it enhances my 
understanding of life in the 
colony of Van Diemen’s 
Land and complements my 
other local history-related 
activities. Karyn’s support 

FOR YOUR DIARY

and encouragement has been 
essential to my continued 
involvement. 

Q: What do you enjoy 
most about volunteering at 
Narryna?  
FH: I appreciate being part of 
a really diverse, experienced, 
knowlegeable and generous 
team. I enjoy all aspects of my 
volunteering; discussions with 
Karyn, Scott, Joyce and my 
fellow house guides, following 
up questions posed by visitors, 
sharing insights I have gained 
from other sources and 
expanding my understanding of 
life in mid-19th century Hobart 
Town. I enjoy the opportunity 
to experience the process of 
developing and mounting 
exhibitions — albeit from the 
sidelines — and am especially 
in awe of Joyce’s expertise in 
displaying costumes. 

VOLUNTEERING  
AT NARRYNA

Narryna is supported by Arts 
Tasmania and the Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery

RECENT EVENT:  
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT MARKET 

THE third Narryna Christmas Spirit Market was held on 
8 December 2018. Fifteen distillers provided tastings and a 

wonderful program of activities. Bill from McHenry Distillery 
schooled visitors in making gin; Niall from Charles Oates Distilling 
presented a popular cocktail making session and Shene Estate 
demonstrated barrel charring in the Narryna courtyard. The day 
was made very festive with Christmas Carols sung by the Hobart 
Harmony Choir. 

Save Sat 7 
December 2019 
for your day out to 
the next Narryna 
Christmas Spirit 
Market.

NARRYNA offers opportunities for volunteering in a range of 
roles including front of house reception and guided tours, 

conducting school education programs, caring for the garden, 
supporting fundraising events and hands-on collection care.  
If you would like to volunteer at Narryna, please contact Karyn 
Rendall, House Museums Coordinator, on 6234 2791 or  
narryna@tmag.tas.gov.au

MEET THE VOLUNTEERS: Felicity Hickman

Felicity Hickman with one of her favourite 
collection items, a silk dress c. 1852

UPCOMING EXHIBITION:  
ARTISAN TO ART —  

Tasmanian Industrial and Studio Potters 
1 MAY – 1 JUNE 2019

Above: Maude Poynter (1869-–1945, active in Tasmania 
1917–1945), Peacock plate, Bothwell, 1922, Colin 
Thomas collection 

Right: Maude Poynter, Wisteria vase, Bothwell, 1929, 
Colin Thomas collection

More than 200 people 
enjoyed the 2018 
Christmas Spirit Market

FROM out of the fiery furnace came the 
work of Tasmanian industrial and studio 

potters. This exhibition features colonial era 
artisan potters such as Worby, Sherwin, Port 
Arthur, Goulburn, Yeates, Huon, Campbell 
Bros and McHugh. Early 20th century 
saw a great flowering of work of women 
artists including that of studio potters such 
as Maude Poynter, Violet Mace and Mylie 
Peppin. This exhibition is a must for all who 
pursue creativity in clay. 

This exhibition is in association with  
the Hobart Ceramics Triennale,  
www.australianceramicstriennale.com.au/2019/ 
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